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FRANCO: A DEPENDABLE ALLY? 


The European edition of the N.Y. Times has reported 
recently that Major General C. A. Willoughby, former- 
ly chief of information for Gen. MacArthur in the east, 
has returned to Madrid for a second mission of recon- 
aissance. The General believes that Spain is an 
essential element in European defense and would be 
“an effective ally on whom one could depend.” 


NEW TACTICS IN MOROCCO 


Franco’s policy has suddenly reversed itself with 
respect to Morocco; Spain has given formal assurance 
to France that it will not permit any nationalist activity 
in Spanish Morocco which might agitate the cause of 
nationalism in French North Africa. According to a 
recent issue of the Paris “‘Le Monde’’, one of the meas- 
ures taken is that “‘the administration of Tangiers has 
notified the police that the passports of seven Moroccan 
nationalist leaders who had gone to New York have 
been cancelled, so that they can not return to Tangiers. 
Every means have been taken by the Control Com- 
mittee, headed by a Frenchman, to apply the ‘new 
statute’, which is subject to the approval of the Sultan, 
to augment the powers of the Spanish police.” 


FRANCO’S FRIENDSHIP 


Ever since Franco assumed power in Spain, his policy 
has been to cultivate the friendship of the arab world. 
After the world war it was the arab leaders who re- 
quested the U.N. to establish diplomatic relations with 
Spain, and Franco sent formal expressions of gratitude 
to Arabian leaders for their support of this proposal. 
Again and again Franco Spain has expressed sympathy 
for the moslem world under French control, and less 
than a year ago the Spanish press criticized the French 
colonial policies in north Africa, comparing them un- 
favorably with those of Spain in Morocco. 


THE FACTS 


It would be lamentable to concede any reason for 
these opportunistic maneuvres so traditional to Franco 
than what they really are: to sustain his position of 
power in Madrid. 


What did Franco contribute to the country that he 
most admired, in Hitler’s moment of greatest need? 
The Blue Division. 


What has Franco given to his allies, the Arabs? 
Perhaps France can answer that. 
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What can Franco give to the western allies, with his 
army of 300,000 ill-equipped men, his 1089 pilots, his 
non-existent navy and his army whose captains receive 
the equivalent of $48 a month in pay? 


Of course this pay can be augmented, but that would 
involve a raise of 200% or 300% to the entire military 
force. Can Franco do this? No. If he could, he 
would have already, to counteract the dissatisfaction 
that reigns in the army for this very reason. 


Even if Franco were given a large loan, it could not be 
applied to this end, because an augmentation of pay is a 
permanent obligation toa nation. A loan may remedy 
temporary problems, supply necessities that may not 
become permanent obligations, but it can not raise the 
standard of living of a country. 


CLARIFICATION 


Let us be realistic about the situation: it is not Spain 
that is playing the game, not the people of Spain, but 
only Franco. The question is, can Franco be a reliable 
team-mate? 


A new act of the comedy of Franco playing a role in 
international politics has begun, an act that could end 
in tragedy. Will the United States join his game? 


SPANISH MILITARY POTENTIAL 


Gen. Emilio Herrera, minister of the Spanish Repub- 
lican Government in exile, an aeronautical engineer who 
is highly respected in European scientific circles, gave 
an interview recently to ““La Voce Republicana’’, organ 
of the Italian Republican party. Gen. Herrera made 
the following statements with respect to Spain’s present 
military strength: “Franco has an army of 300,000 men 
at his disposal. The navy is of minimum value as it 
includes a few units that survived the civil war and very 
few modern units. The airforce consists of 3707 
officers, including 28 generals and 1089 pilots.” 


As to Spain’s military potential in case of war, Gen. 
Herrera said: “‘A million men could be mobilized, but 
they would lack modern equipment. The Pyrenees 
have only a very relative defensive value, and this only 
in the event of total invasion of France. They are a 
natural land barrier but mean nothing in terms of 
aviation.” 








FADING HOPES 


He terminated the interview with the following ob- 
servations: ‘(Communism was never an important 
power in Spain. The Spanish people have looked to 
the democratic nations for liberation from their dic- 
tatorship, they cherished this hope up to the end of the 
last world war, but now this hope has gradually broken 
down and given way to a kind of desperate anxiety. 
Given this state of mind, we can easily surmise that 
they would receive any enemy of Franco, or of those 
who have helped to support his regime, with the jubila- 
tion due their liberators. In case of conflict in 
Europe,” he concluded, ‘‘the-western powers must take 
the risk that arms and equipment distributed to Franco 
forces might well serve purposes quite alien to those for 
which they were intended.” 


FRANCO’S SUCCESSOR? 


A.B.C. is the newspaper of greatest prestige in 
Spain. Its allegiances are monarchist, although it 
must support the Franco regime. For some time now, 
A.B.C. has been expressing veiled concern about 
Spain’s future. 


THE MAN OF THE 2ND OF MAY 


A recent A.B.C. editorial comments on the Spanish 
tendency tcwards imprcvisaticn, €ven in the terrain of 
politics: ‘Improvisation, brilliant though it may be, 
cannot replace foresight. It is a momentary flare-up 
which, on being extinguished, gives way again to dark- 
ness. Jose Maria Peman has said, with keen insight, 
that Spain has always had its man of the 2nd of May 
but, since 1936, almost never its man of the 3rd or 4th, 
and these are at least as important as the former.”’ 
(On May 2 Spain commemorates the uprising, in- 
itiated by two military leaders, Daoiz and Velarde, 
against the Napoleonic invasion; hence the implication 
is that Spain has always produced men capable of 
heroism in an emergency but rarely those capable of 
resolving the ensuing situations.) 


MEN RENEW THEMSELVES 


The A.B.C. article proceeds: ‘In human affairs 
spontaneous ‘action is usually of fleeting effect, the 
important thing is not momentary brilliance but 
assured continuity, and one should think in terms of a 
far distant future. A tomorrow that is twenty years 
away has relatively little reality in the life of an in- 
dividual, but four lustrums may be a very short period 
in terms of a nation. Men renew themselves upon a 
nation as do the cells upon the skin.’ 





The writer cautiously approaches more dangerous 
territory: ‘“We have improvised excessively in political 
matters, especially since the 18th century, and our 
history has proceeded in leaps and bounds, alternating 
happy moments with crises and disaster. The Consti- 
tution of Cadiz was pure improvisation, as were the 
First and Second Republics. Possibly the Restoration 
was the least unpremeditated improvisation. The 
dictatorship of Primo de Rivera failed in foresight, per- 
haps because it counted on the monarchy.” 


Of course A.B.C. can not dare greater explicitness 
about the dangers inherent in Franco’s lack of fore- 
sight, but two references to Primo de Rivera’s neg- 
ligence in this respect serve the purpose of a warning to 
the present dictator. The dictatorship of Primo de 
Rivera leaned on the monarchy and dragged it down 
with its own fall. 


A.B.C. is surprisingly ingenuous. It forgets that 
foresight is incompatible with the essential nature of 
dictatorships, with force; they impose themselves by 
force, it is the only language they know, and in the end 
only force and catastrophe can awaken them, like 
sleeping monsters, from their dreams of immortality. 


FALANGISTS VS. MONARCHISTS 


The National Bureau for Political Organization of 
Falangist Youth for Franco has issued a notice, with 
confidential rating, to the Falangist Youth press sug- 
gesting formulas to be used as bases for editorials; this 
pamphlet is entitled, ‘“View to the Right.” 

Spanish monarchists have been disturbed for quite 
some time by Franco policies; earlier promises in 
connection with the ultimate restoration of Don Juan 
to the throne have not only been forgotten but, accord- 
ing to the monarchists, obstacles of every sort have been 
placed in the way of their fulfillment. 

These new National Bureau press instructions imply 
harsh criticisms of the monarchists, many of whom 
fought in the ranks of the National Army since 
the first days of the civil war “‘as Spaniards, and as 
Spaniards who disclaimed all reactionary doctrines.” 


“INFAMOUS GERMS OF REACTION” 


In short, their attitude is expressed in the following 
quotation from the document in question: ‘‘It has been 
stupefying to Spaniards to witness how the infamous 
and suicidal germs of reaction have sprouted, at first 
timidly, but since a year, barefacedly, endeavoring by 
dividing Spaniards once again into the right and left, to 
destroy that unity which was cleanly gained by victory. 


The great interior danger to our regime is, nowadays, 
from the Right.” 
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SPAIN, A UNESCO MEMBER 


There have been no indications of any relaxation of 
press censorship in Spain since the government of 
Franco was so enthusiastically welcomed to UNESCO. 


N.Y. TIMES BANNED 

The European edition of the New York Times has 
been suppressed almost every time that it includes 
anything relative to Spain on its pages; ironically 
enough, it was suppressed on November 23, the date of 
admission to UNESCO. 


EDITORS APPOINTED BY GOV’T 

The government continues its policy of appointing 
newspaper editors; the official press recently published 
the names of eight editors appointed to the official 


papers of Granada, Badajoz, La Coruna, Valladolid, 
etc. 


MONARCHIST’S BOOK SUPPRESSED 

The New York Times has reported that the General 
Press Office of Madrid has issued an order forbidding 
newspapers and publications of every sort to quote or 
allude to two recent works by the Duke de Maura, 
“Spain’s Withdrawal”, and “Constitutional Problems 
of Spain.” . 

Don Gabriel Maura, Duke de Maura, is the eldest son 
( now 73 ) of the late Don Antonio Maura, head of the 
conservative party and president of the Counsel of 
Ministers at various periods during the reign of Alfonso 
XIII. He isa distinguished historian who has devoted 
himself to the study of politics, although he has always 
upheld his monarchist convictions, and is one of the 
leading monarchists of today. He supported the 
military uprising against the Republic from the begin- 
ning in 1936, and was a member of the National Junta 
_ which had headquarters in Burgos. 

Sr. Maura’s latest book, “Constitutional Problems of 
Spain,” whose publication is forbidden, includes many 
praises of Franco for his determination to maintain his 
regime during the past war and subsequent isolation of 
Spain. ‘Until circumstances change,” says Sr. Maura, 
“the disappearance of Franco would mean the over- 
throw of our entire fundamental statute.’’ He praises 
Franco for his serenity, for his unrivalled experience in 
command acquired during his military career in 
Morocco and the national territory, but --- he adds, 
“Gen. Franco does not have the necessary administrative 
experience because he did not govern even for one day 
either in national territory or in Africa.” 

The pages of this book are filled with praises for the 
dictator, but apparently they did not sound well in his 
ears as they are accompanied by criticisms of his regime 
from the constitutional point of view, and he is urged to 
carry out political reforms for the restoration of demo- 
cratic liberties under a constitutional monarchy. The 
book has been printed clandestinely and circulated 
widely throughout Spain, with unequalled success. 


These various official decrees of the Franco govern- 
ment with respect to the press are hardly in accord with 
the principles of UNESCO, and only serve as additional 
proof that Spain of today can not fulfill her moral ob- 
ligations to this organization. In fact, fulfillment of 
these obligations has been officially postponed: the 
National Commission to UNESCO has not yet been 
appointed, and, according to ‘La Prensa’, New York 
Spanish language daily newspaper, Feb. 12 edition, 
“it appears ---- that the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Martin Artajo, and the Minister of Education, Ruiz 
Jimenez, are not in favor of Spain’s participation in 
UNESCO until it is determined exactly what her 
obligations are.” 


DON MIGUEL MAURA 


It has been reported, by reliable but unofficial 
sources, that D. Miguel Maura, who recently returned 
to Spain on family matters, is being interned, by gov- 
ernment orders, on the estate of his brother, the Duke 
de Maura. Sr. Miguel Maura was a Minister of the 
Interior during the Republic, and has lived in Pau, 
France, since the civil war in Spain. 


IMPORTANT CULTURAL ACCORD 


The press of Jan. 30 refers to “the signing of a cultural 
agreement between Spain and the Dominican Republic, 
whereby both governments agree to grant mutual 
facilities for all cultural activities. The two countries 
agree on reciprocal scholarships for students in teaching, 
technical institutions and self perfection.”” In Spanish 
political circles it is said that both countries have agreed 
on founding a second UNESCO to inform the world 
about the cultural bases of dictatorships. 


LATE NEWS 


As we go to press the N.Y. Times relays the following 
information: Madrid, Feb. 21: “‘A dozen members of 
the clandestine Socialist party were reported today to 
have been arrested by the Madrid police during a series 
of raids that started last Friday. 

Informants said the latest raid occurred yesterday. 
The police went to the home of one of the Socialists, 
and when they learned he was not there they detained 
his wife, Carmencita Diaz, mother of three children, as 
hostage -- in the expectation that her husband would 
surrender to obtain her release. 

When asked for the reasons that had prompted the 
arrests, a spokesman for the director general of the 
Madrid police said: 

“We never give out this type of information to pri- 
vate persons. The request for it must be forwarded 
through official channels. If it is, we shall give a 
reply.’ ” 

Let us hope that ‘‘official channels” make this re- 

quest, and that we may be permitted to hear the reply. 








OPPOSITION PRESS 


The opposition press in Spain has been limited, up to 
now, to two weeklies: ‘‘La Codorniz’’ ( The Quail ), and 
““Vispera’’, (Eve). 

“La Codorniz” is satirical in nature. Recently its 
editor, D. Alvaro de la Iglesia, was fined a month’s 
salary for referring to the falangist paper ‘‘Arriba’”’ 
(Up) as “‘Abajo’”’ (Down) and depicting the falange 
emblem, a yoke and arrows, as a large bowl with three 
spoons, alluding to the privileges that pertain to falange 
members. 


According to the N.Y. Times, Dec. 5, a week after 
this incident the office of ‘‘La Codorniz” was invaded 
by three armed men who destroyed everything in it. 


“Vispera”’, the other opposition publication, was a 
short-lived bulletin with monarchist sympathies, pub- 
lished in Barcelona. Only eight numbers had been 
published when the Public Prosecutor charged its 
editor, Don Jose Mila Sagnier, with the crime of in- 
sulting the chief of State, demanding nine years im- 
prisonment for him. ‘‘Vispera’’ had severely criticized 
the Franco regime, as the following quotations from 
its pages illustrate: ‘““The present regime has attempted 
to brutally strangle the principle of individual human 
liberty.’ ‘‘Franco refuses to take the path of common 
sense. Two examples are before him, - that of King 
Leopold, and that of Hitler. The General should 
consider that it would be far better to be remembered 
in history as a man who was able to swallow his pride 
and sacrifice himself for his nation’s good, rather than 
to leave for future centuries the image of a political 
monster who sacrificed millions of human beings to his 
own selfish impulses.” 


NEWS OF PORTUGAL 


Portugal, member of NATO, organization of coun- 
tries designed ‘‘---- to safeguard the freedom, common 
heritage and civilization of their peoples, founded on 
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the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the 
rule of law.” 

New York Times, Dec. 17, 1952: ‘Capt. Enrique 
Galvao, a former member of the National Assembly, 
and Col. Luis Tadeu, were sentenced to three and two 
years imprisonment, respectively, by a Lisbon military 
tribunal for plotting a rebellion against the state. Both 
also will serve subsequent terms of four and one-half 
and three years in penal colonies. Six others charged 
with Galvao and Tadeu were acquitted. During the 
trial the most important prosecution witness was ar- 
rested in court for perjury after he withdrew statements 
made to the police. Seven lawyers participating in 
the trial protested against censorship which suppressed 
details of the trial in the local press. 

The charges arose from a police raid last January on a 
Lisbon lawyer’s office where several officers and civil- 
ians were meeting. All were arrested.” 

We are informed by unofficial sources that these two 
officers, Capt. Galvao and Col. Tadeu, are members of 
an opposition group who favor the establishment of a 
republican democratic regime in Portugal. The oc- 
casion of their arrest was a meeting held for the purpose 
of planning a demonstration in support of the NATO 
delegates who met in Lisbon last January, to indicate 
the approval of the Portuguese people for the ideals of 
the pact, as stated in the above quoted Preamble. The 
arrests were carried out by P.I.D.E., the Portuguese 
Secret Police; treatment given by members of this 
organization is such that Capt. Galvao in a petition to 
the government for release, suggested that on second 
thought he was not sure that liberty would be prefer- 
able to incarceration, as he knew that the secret police 
would not leave him alone from then on. 


PENAL COLONIES 

Our informant also calls attention to the mention of 
“penal colonies.’’ Salazar goes to great length to deny 
the existence of his concentration camp for political 
prisoners at Tarrafal, on the Cape Verde Islands, but. 
this reference seems to let the cat out of the bag. 
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